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437 Nine Mile Tree Rd. 
Gloversville, New York 12078 
518 725-0115 
Denise Feldle, Shelter Director 
Web site: www.pawsforyou.org 
 

 

Finding a Lost Pet 
 

It’s every pet parent’s nightmare: Your beloved dog or cat has 
gotten loose, and you don’t know where he or she is. Don’t 
panic—there are many steps you can take to locate your little 
one. Swift action, coupled with major neighborhood networking, 
will increase the odds of having your furry friend back in your 
arms! The key is to get the information out to as many people 
and places as you can, so enlist the help of friends and make sure 
to involve your entire family in the search effort. 

IDs, Please 
It’s a good idea for all of your animal companions—even 
indoors-only pets—to always wear a collar with an ID tag. The ID 

tag should have your name and a current phone number. If you’ve chosen to microchip your pet as a 
means of permanent identification, keep in mind that microchips are only as good as the information 
provided to the chip’s company. If you’ve moved or changed your phone number since registering 
your pet’s chip and forgot to submit an update, please do so as soon as you can.  

Hide and Seek 
As soon as you notice that your pet is missing, talk to your family members or housemates and ask 
when they last saw your pet. It’s a good idea to search your home carefully—under beds, in closets, 
dark places, small places, behind bulky furniture—in case your pet may be hiding or sleeping 
somewhere. Shaking a food dish, treat jar or favorite toy will sometimes lure animals out of a hiding 
place.  

If you are sure your pet is not in or around the home, take a slow ride or walk around the 
neighborhood. Ask friends or neighbors if they’ve seen your animal companion; be sure to bring along 
a recent photo to show them. Check under porches and shrubs, and ask neighbors to check in sheds 
and garages just in case your pet was accidentally locked in.  

 

Our Mission Statement 
The James A. Brennan Memorial Humane Society is a non-profit, compassionate 
organization devoted to securing permanent, responsible, loving homes for the animals of 
Fulton County. The organization strives to achieve its mission through education and 
prevention of animal suffering. 
This shelter serves the Fulton County community in many ways:  

1. Provides shelter, food, water, medical care and safety to stray, homeless and 
unwanted cats and dogs.  

2. Helps families find new animal companion.  
3. Returns lost pets to their owners.  
4. Teaches humane education in schools, kindness towards animals: safety around 

animals, the link between animal cruelty and violence against humans and 
builds self-confidence.  

5. Has the most aggressive Spay/Neuter Program for low-income families in 
Fulton County.  

6. Pet Food Bank for Seniors in Fulton County, helping seniors with financial 
difficulties feeding their companions.  

7. Girl Scouts merit badge programs.  
8. Alternative School Program, providing work-study opportunities for students.  
9. Advocates for Animal Law at the State and Federal levels.  

Perhaps most importantly the Brennan Humane Society provides a tangible example of 
humane ethics and compassion for all living 
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Work the Phones 
Your first calls should be to all the animal control agencies, shelters (both municipal and private) and 
rescue groups in your area; one of them could have your pet in custody already. Check in with the 
bigger shelters daily—and pay your visits in person, if possible.  

If there are no shelters close to your home, contact the police.  

News Flash 
Your next task? Creating a “lost pet” flyer. We recommend sticking with one design, as repeated 
viewings of a consistent message are more likely to stick in people’s minds. You’ll need to include a lot 
of info on your flyer, so use your limited space wisely:  
- Start with a big, bold headline that people can read from a distance: “LOST DOG” or “MISSING 
CAT” is fine.  
- Under the headline, a photo of your pet would be ideal. Make sure he’s still well-represented after 
the picture’s been photocopied or printed. List his breed, sex, color, age, weight, distinguishing 
features, and where and when he was last seen. It is very important that your pet is described 
accurately. 
- Provide your name and two phone numbers; yours, of course, and a friend or family member’s in 
case you cannot be reached. 

Blanket the Neighborhood 
With your flyers in hand (and hopefully, a crew of supportive helpers), it’s time to hit the streets. 
Good places to post your flyers may include:  
- Dog runs and parks 
- Pet supply stores and pet grooming shops 
- Veterinary offices 
- Various commercial establishments, such as grocery and convenience stores, gas stations, 
Laundromats, bars, cafes and restaurants. 
- Lampposts and trees. Cover extra heavily the areas where you think your pet was lost, as well as busy 
commercial and pedestrian sections of your town. 
- Around schools, at kids’-eye level. Children can be more observant than adults, especially when it 
comes to animals.  

Note, be sure to ask permission before posting your flyers!  

Hit the ‘Net 
The Internet was made for networking. Send descriptive emails about your lost pet to your local 
friends, colleagues and family members, and ask them to pass on the info to anyone they can. Post 
messages to animal forums and message boards run by groups based in your area—lots of parks and 
dog runs have online communities.  

Don’t Give Up! 
This one’s important! And remember that many lost animals have found their way back home.  

 


